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Pfronstetten-Aichelau/ Hockenheim, April 28, 2023 

Father & Son: Two times Arnold with one goal 

Roland and Luca Arnold jointly pilot the PARAVAN Mercedes-GT3 #65 in the GTC Race. Joint 
development drives in the Space Drive bolide are planned for a new generation of intelligent input 
devices in the field of mobility for the disabled and with a view to automated driving.  

 
Focused: from left, Luca Arnold and Roland Arnold will take the wheel together in the future as part of the ADAC Racing 
Weekend, at the GTC Race and want to make a contribution to their developers and customers when it comes to the 
development of new input devices. Photo: PARAVAN 

The development of innovative solutions for disabled mobility is a family affair at the Arnolds. This year, 
there is even a family space drive cockpit in the number 65 Mercedes-AMG GT3, which manages entirely 
without a mechanical connection between the steering unit and steering gear. When the GTC Race 2023 
season kicks off at Hockenheim this weekend, Roland and Luca Arnold will be behind the wheel 
together. However, the competitions at the ADAC Racing Weekend 2023 are not just about burning the 
fastest lap time into the asphalt, they are also about driving for the future of mobility for the disabled. 
The Space Drive pioneers from the Swabian Alb in South Germany have set their sights on developing a 
new generation of input devices for accelerating and steering. 

In addition, son Luca faces another challenge: switching from the Porsche Cayman 718 GT4 to the 
Mercedes-AMG GT3, which Space Drive pioneer Roland Arnold already drove last season. This is the 
third GTC race season for the 20-year-old former GTC sighting driver. In addition to the vehicle, which is 
new to him, he has already familiarized himself with the electric steering in initial tests and is well 
prepared for the season. 

The PARAVAN car is being supported by W&S Motorsport. The team from Ofterdingen shares more than 
just a passion for motorsport with PARAVAN. "We develop performance" is the motto of the team around 
Daniel Schellhaas and Patrick Wagner. Development in the extreme environment of the motorsport is an 
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important driver in their operations.  The collaboration with Roland Arnold's team is not new. Together, in 
2020 and 2021, they were the first racing team in the world to field the first GT4 and, one year later, the 
first GT3 vehicle to successfully compete in a 24-hour race without a mechanical connection between 
the steering wheel and steering gear. 

The discussion about the development of new vehicle concepts against the background of autonomous 
driving does not ignore mobility for the disabled - on the contrary, it is important that drivers with a 
handicap are not left behind in the future. In addition to a drive-by-wire system, the main focus here is on 
the input devices, which will have to communicate even better with the vehicle electronics in the future. 
This year, the Space Drive pioneers are focusing their development efforts on this behind the wheel, 
determining the data for the PARAVAN software developers and working on an even better steering feel 
as well as on the parameterizability of the steering for steering units and other individual driver input 
devices, such as a joystick.  

Roland Arnold, Managing Director of PARAVAN GmbH and driver of the Mercedes-AMG GT3 #65: 
"Motorsport continues to be an important development field for us and at the same time a development 
accelerator. In order to remain fit for the future for our customers and to continue to offer them 
solutions that are well adaptable, innovative, well tested and ultimately also safe. That's what I and my 
son Luca are behind the wheel for. In W&S Motorsport we have found the perfect partner on the race 
track, with the same DNA as us. And the GTC Race is the perfect platform for this." 

Luca Arnold, driver of the Mercedes-AMG GT3 #65: "It's a new feeling but also a whole new experience 
to be on track with the Mercedes-AMG GT3. The changeover - also to the steer-by-wire steering - was 
easier than we thought. The driving feel is a little different, but the advantages become clear very 
quickly, as the tests have already shown. I'm pleased to be able to contribute to the development of 
future solutions for our customers together with my father." 

Daniel Schellhaas, Team Principal W&S Motorsport: "In addition to fast lap times, motorsport is also 
about advancing the development of new technologies. This is a very special incentive and challenge for 
us at the same time. It is very impressive what has been achieved in recent years with regard to 
electronic steering. We are proud to be part of the development team and to be able to make a 
contribution so that people with handicaps may have even more options and be able to participate even 
more safely in traffic in the future." 

Dates GTC Race 2023: 
April 28 to 30: Hockenheim, June 2 to 4: Lausitzring, June 30 to July 2: Nürburgring, July 28 to 30: 
Oschersleben, October 13 to 15: Nürburgring, www.gtc-race.de 

 

The discussion about the best steering setting is the focus 
of the motorsport activities of Roland (right) and Luca 
Arnold (left), who are sitting together in the cockpit of 
the Mercedes-AMG GT3 #65 this year. Photo: Marko 
Tarrach 
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After the race or test, the data is analyzed and evaluated. 
Photo: Marko Tarrach  

 

The Space Drive Mercedes-AMG GT3 is also in action this 
year for the development of a better steering feel and new 
input devices for disabled mobility. Photo: Marko Tarrach 

 

The demands and stresses on the vehicle are high at the 
racetrack. These extreme loads are ideal for accelerated 
development. Photo: Marko Tarrach 

 

The team around Daniel Schellhaas supports the 
PARAVAN team with the Mercedes-AMG GT3 in 
motorsport. For the team from Ofterdingen, development 
work in motorsport is the salt in the soup. It is important, 
he says, that these opportunities are made possible for as 
many people as possible. That's why the team also fields a 
Porsche Cayman 817 GT4 with paraplegic U.S. driver Tim 
Horrell. Photo: W&S Motorsport 
 

More pictures to the Download 

  

http://www.paravan.de/
https://paravande-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/anke_leuschke_paravan_de/EppAojeeLY9Cm4HRfdU7jT4BPqQFQ_hrDs8R-IPYS72FAg?e=bysD9q


www.paravan.de 

 
 

 

 
PRESS RELEASE  

 4 

Contact: 
Anke Leuschke, Press Officer, Paravan GmbH,  
Tel.: +49 7388/ 99 95 81, e-mail: anke.leuschke@paravan.de 

Contact: 
Julia Spacek, PR und Teammanagement, W&S Motorsport GmbH 
Tel.: +49 171/ 99 89 511, julia.spacek@ws-motorsport.de 

About Paravan GmbH: 
PARAVAN GmbH is the world market leader for highly individual vehicle solutions for the disabled. Around 180 employees develop and produce 
individually adapted automobile conversions, electric wheelchairs, and even specially specialized driver training. PARAVAN pursues a holistic 
approach with its "one-stop concept". The technological highlight is Space Drive, an intelligent digital control system based on the drive-by-wire 
principle. Thanks to the active redundancy of the servo motors, it is completely fail-safe and the first to be approved for road use. With the help 
of this innovation, severely disabled people, some without arms or legs, can drive independently and safely. It is not possible for these drivers to 
simply intervene in the steering wheel. Worldwide, Space Drive has proven itself on over one billion road kilometers in the last 20 years and is 
used by numerous industrial customers for test vehicles in the field of autonomous driving. The system is available as a retrofit kit with an open 
interface for all known vehicle types. www.paravan.de 

About W&S Motorsport: 
"We develop performance." - This philosophy is reflected in all areas at W&S Motorsport. Development, progress, innovation, performance and 
team spirit are the central pillars that W&S Motorsport focuses on. Continuous development of the team, drivers and cars are our key to 
success. W&S Motorsport was founded in 2011 by Patrick Wagner and Daniel Schellhaas. In 2021, the team from Ofterdingen in Swabia 
celebrated not only its 10th anniversary but also its most successful season in motorsport to date. In 26 races, the drivers of W&S Motorsport 
stood at the top of the podium a total of 24 times. In 2022, W&S Motorsport expanded its program and, in addition to the NLS, 24h Nürburgring, 
RCN and the GTC Race, also competed in the ADAC GT4 Germany and GT4 European Series. Eight Porsche of W&S Motorsport completed 
almost 60 races and scored numerous victories, podiums and points. In addition to "normal" everyday racing, W&S Motorsport also focuses on 
the use, development and introduction of new, sustainable technologies in motorsport. For example, the team has been overseeing the use of a 
race car with the innovative Space Drive technology since 2020 and is the world's first racing team to complete a 24-hour race without a 
mechanical connection between the steering wheel and steering. https://ws-motorsport.de/ 
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