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Pfronstetten-Aichelau, July 08, 2024 

The "goddess" - but barrier-free, please 
Vintage car adaptation of a Citroën DS 

The long wait was worth it. Steffen can now drive his Citroën DS himself again. A long-cherished wish 
has come true: thanks to an individually adapted sliding board, wheelchair loading aid, 
accelerator/brake lever and steering wheel knob, he can now go on tour independently. Vintage car 
conversions are a tricky, albeit very pleasant challenge for the PARAVAN mobility tinkerers. 

A dream has come true for Steffen. He will soon be able to take his Sunday outing in his Citröen DS or "goddess". The popular classic car now 
has an accelerator/brake fork and a steering wheel knob. The wheelchair is stowed in the trunk with a Robot3000, photo PARAVAN 

The "goddess", as the legendary Citröen DS is also known, has generated a great deal of interest in the 
PARAVAN production halls in recent weeks. Now Steffen, who is dependent on a wheelchair, has been able to 
take delivery of the legend, which has been individually customized for him. The technicians had to work to 
the millimetre to fit the Robot 3000 wheelchair loading aid, including an extra narrow wheelchair, into the 
trunk. But with a few tweaks to the wheel arch, it worked. Now the xx year old can go on tour again. In future, 
the DS enthusiast will be able to drive his active wheelchair up to the vehicle and use a sliding board to 
transfer without assistance. Once the wheelchair has been locked into the Robot 3000, it can be stowed back 
in the trunk at the touch of a button. The brake and accelerator are now also operated by hand using a lever. 

With a conversion like this, the fascination lies in the finer details. "Goosebumps from top to bottom," says 
Steffen at the vehicle handover. "Does the arm really go all the way into the trunk, it has to go in there!" he 
asks in disbelief, "simply amazing." The 1966 Citroën DS was completely restored and rebuilt before being 
customized. "There isn't a washer on the entire vehicle that isn't new or restored," says Milan Dolinar, restorer 
from the Citroën DS Manufacture. The paint, for example, dates back to 1958. Exterior color, interior trim, 
leather, everything was finely coordinated during the restoration.  
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After the restoration, the goddess came to the PARAVAN mobility park in Aichelau. "A conversion like this is 
something very special," reports mobility consultant Maurice Möritz. "There is no such thing as an off-the-peg 
solution in mobility for the disabled anyway, and certainly not when it comes to classic car construction, 
where imagination, inventiveness and a tinkerer's spirit are required. He discovered the loading solution with 
the Robot 3000 on the website: "That's what I want," he said. However, the workshop needed to be convinced 
first, but "it's not possible here," says Steffen. What you're doing here is really a prototype conversion," says 
Steffen.  

Now a suitable folding wheelchair is needed so that everything fits into the custom-made trunk with the robot. 
"Paravan has built a template with dimensions especially for this," he reports, and then it can go on tour. His 
first classic car simply had to be a DS. "I'm a fan of Luis de Funes' films and he often drove a DS - for me, DS 
is Louis de Funes!"  

In everyday life, Steffen drives a Mercedes V-Class, also customized by PARAVAN. Twelve years ago, he was 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis and has been dependent on a wheelchair ever since. "But you can't let it get 
you down and you have to learn to live with it," says the entrepreneur. Although getting into the vehicle is 
exhausting for him, he consciously accepts this effort. "The pursuit of mobility is a strong motivation for 
people with physical limitations and mobility stands for independence to live my life!" And despite adaptation; 
the magic of the legendary sheet metal is still there - now barrier-free! 

 

A dream has come true for Steffen. He will soon be able to take his 
Sunday outing in his Citröen DS or "goddess". The popular classic 
car now has an accelerator/brake fork and a steering wheel knob. 
The wheelchair is stowed in the trunk with a Robot3000, photo 
PARAVAN 

 

The trickiest part of adapting the vehicle was the 
wheelchair loading aid. But now the wheelchair can be 
stowed in the trunk with the Robot 3000 - at the touch of 
a button. Photo: PARAVAN 

 

Does everything fit, does everything work as planned and 
without fatigue? Steffen, tests the customized control 
units with PARAVAN technician Daniel Haberbosch, 
Photo: PARAVAN 
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Classic car in style. Despite the modifications, attention 
was paid to every last detail during the restoration. 
Sliding board, photo: PARAVAN 

 

Millimeter work in the truest sense of the word was the 
installation of the Robot 3000 in the trunk, slightly 
modified and now everything fits to the millimeter. Photo: 
PARAVAN 

 

With the Robot 3000 loading aid, the wheelchair is 
stowed in the trunk and then brought back to the driver's 
door, tipped over and off you go. Photo: PARAVAN 

Contact: 
Anke Leuschke, Press spokesperson, Paravan GmbH,  
Tel.: +49 7388/ 99 95 81, E-Mail: anke.leuschke@paravan.de 

About Paravan GmbH: 
PARAVAN GmbH is the global market leader in customized vehicle solutions for the disabled people. About 160 employees at the Pfronstetten Aichelau 
and Heidelberg sites develop and produce customized vehicle conversions, electric wheelchairs and even specialized driver training. PARAVAN pursues 
a holistic approach with its "one-stop shop" concept. The technological highlight is Space Drive, an intelligent digital control system based on the drive-
by-wire principle. Thanks to the active redundancy of the servo motors, it is completely fail-safe and the first to be approved for road use. This 
innovation enables severely disabled people, some of whom have no arms or legs, to drive independently and safely. It is not possible for these drivers 
to simply take control of the steering wheel. Over the past 20 years, Space Drive has been proven on more than one billion kilometers of roads 
worldwide and is used by numerous industrial customers for test vehicles in the field of autonomous driving. The system is available as a retrofit kit 
with an open interface for all known vehicle types. www.paravan.com 
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